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Today at least 300,000 people in North 

America suffer from dystonia, a neurological 
movement disorder that causes muscles to 
contract and spasm involuntarily. Joel and 
Harriett’s daughter Shari—Beth’s sister—had 
dystonia. The Farber family not only advo-
cated for her, they determined that they would 
advocate on behalf of the entire dystonia com-
munity. They reached out to me and so many 
others to explain what is known about the dis-
ease, its impacts, and the need for expanded 
medical research and support networks. Over 
the years, they have continued to come to my 
office and have travelled the country to push 
for action. 

Dystonia affects men, women and children. 
For most people with dystonia, the cause re-
mains unknown and there is currently no cure. 
Dystonia is not usually fatal, but it is a chronic 
disorder producing symptoms that vary in de-
grees of frequency, intensity, disability, and 
pain depending on the type of dystonia. The 
inability to predict or control the movements of 
the legs, arms, hands, neck, shoulders, face, 
eyelids, jaw, tongue, or vocal cords has a pro-
found impact on an individual’s life. 

Dystonia may be inherited or caused by 
specific factors such as certain medications or 
traumatic injury, particularly traumatic head/ 
brain injuries. Our men and women in uniform 
face a disproportionate risk of developing 
dystonia as a result of injuries sustained dur-
ing their military service. 

The Dystonia Medical Research Foundation, 
which works to raise awareness of dystonia, is 
a nationwide organization that has served the 
community for more than 40 years. The 
Dystonia Medical Research Foundation pro-
vides the dystonia community with support, 
education, advocacy, and the promotion of re-
search into the causes of and care of 
dystonia. 

I call on my colleagues to recognize the 
goals and ideals Dystonia Awareness Month 
by supporting federal activities that improve 
lives of patients impacted by dystonia includ-
ing research programs at the National Insti-
tutes of Health. We need to improve medical 
research and we need to make sure that 
those living with dystonia receive the quality 
health and caregiving services they deserve. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS ABOLITION AND ECO-
NOMIC AND ENERGY CONVER-
SION ACT 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 27, 2017 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, I am in-
troducing the Nuclear Weapons Abolition and 
Economic and Energy Conversion Act, a 
version of which I have introduced since 1994, 
after working with the District of Columbia resi-
dents who were responsible for the Nuclear 
Disarmament and Economic Conversion ballot 
initiative passed by D.C. voters in 1993. This 
version of the bill now requires the United 
States to immediately begin negotiating an 
international agreement to disable and dis-
mantle its nuclear weapons, to provide for 
strict control of fissile material and radioactive 
waste and to use nuclear-free energy. 

The bill continues to provide that the funds 
used for nuclear weapons programs be redi-

rected to human and infrastructure needs, 
such as housing, health care, Social Security, 
restoring the environment and creating car-
bon-free, nuclear-free energy. This conversion 
to a peace economy would occur when the 
President certifies to Congress that all coun-
tries possessing nuclear weapons have begun 
elimination under an international treaty or 
other legal agreement. 

The bill is particularly timely with the ongo-
ing nuclear threat from the Democratic Peo-
ple’s Republic of Korea. 

Our country still has a long list of urgent do-
mestic needs that have been put on the back- 
burner. As the only nation that has used nu-
clear weapons in war, and that still possesses 
the largest nuclear weapons arsenal, I urge 
support for my bill to help the United States 
reestablish our moral leadership in the world 
by redirecting funds that would otherwise go to 
nuclear weapons to urgent domestic needs. 
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HONOR THE LIFE OF LESTER 
MANDELL 

HON. STEPHANIE N. MURPHY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 27, 2017 

Mrs. MURPHY of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to honor the life of Lester Mandell, who 
transformed countless communities in central 
Florida though his work as a builder and trans-
formed countless lives through his generosity 
as a philanthropist. Lester passed away re-
cently at the age of 96, leaving behind a large 
and loving family, but his legacy will live on. 

Born in a hardscrabble Brooklyn neighbor-
hood, and a veteran of World War II, Lester 
did not graduate from college. However, nei-
ther his lack of formal education nor the anti- 
Semitism he frequently faced could stop Les-
ter from achieving his professional goals, be-
cause they were no match for his talent, te-
nacity and toughness. Lester’s life was a 
quintessentially American story of success 
earned though hard, disciplined, joyful work. 

As one of Lester’s grandsons said about his 
grandfather. ‘‘He believed that, if you did 
things the right way, you would get the right 
result.’’ This is the essence of character. 

Lester was a master builder, in both the lit-
eral and figurative sense The homes, neigh-
borhoods, and public parks he developed 
throughout central Florida over the course of 
many decades are his most visible legacy. 

Lester also built bonds of a more intangible 
nature. He donated generously to many 
causes he cared about, from scholarships for 
inner-city children to support for the Jewish 
community he loved so much. Lester often do-
nated anonymously and rarely spoke about his 
donations, even to his own family. 

As his grandson recounts, Lester was a se-
rious man who did serious work, but he did 
not take himself too seriously. He had a sense 
of humor and light-heartedness that disarmed 
friend and stranger alike. 

Lester’s greatest legacy, of course, is his 
family. He leaves behind his wife and partner 
for life, Sonia. They were married for 70 years. 
Sonia and Lester had four children, eight 
grandchildren, and five great-grandchildren. 

I know they miss Lester. But I hope their 
loss is eased by the knowledge that Lester 
was a great man and, even more importantly, 
a good man. 

HONORING FREDERICK 
LOCKEHART MAYS 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 27, 2017 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, I am grateful to recognize Mr. Frederick 
Lockehart (Locke) Mays, a dedicated family 
man and distinguished member of the commu-
nity. Locke was born in Columbia, South Caro-
lina, on September 20, 1927 to Elizabeth and 
Fred Mays. He joined the Marine Corps in 
1945, following graduation from Dreher High 
School. He served 18 months, then joined the 
reserves as a Sergeant. He was called back 
up during the Korean Conflict, training at 
Quantico and in Puerto Rico, although not 
being sent to Korea. Except for a brief stint in 
banking, Locke worked in the trucking indus-
try, retiring after selling G&P Trucking Com-
pany to Southeastern Freight Lines in the mid- 
1980s. He now enjoys restoring old Fords to 
mint condition; with his favorite being a 1935 
Phaeton. He has been active in First Pres-
byterian Church of Columbia for over fifty 
years, where he serves as an Elder Emeritus. 
A devoted husband, father, father-in-law and 
grandfather, Locke celebrated his 90th birth-
day last Wednesday, September 20th in Co-
lumbia, South Carolina, surrounded by his 
family. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF STEVE NOR-
TON AND HIS SERVICE AS EXEC-
UTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE NEW 
HAMPSHIRE CENTER FOR PUB-
LIC POLICY STUDIES 

HON. ANN M. KUSTER 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 27, 2017 

Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor Steve Norton as 
he leaves the New Hampshire Center for Pub-
lic Policy Studies after 12 years of remarkable 
service to begin a new chapter in his life. 

As Executive Director of the Center, Steve 
helped raise new ideas and improve policy de-
bates through quality information and analysis 
on issues that are shaping New Hampshire’s 
future. In his previous role as director of Med-
icaid Services for the N.H. Department of 
Health and Human Services, Steve worked to 
ensure vulnerable Granite Staters had access 
to quality, affordable health coverage. 

Through his commitment to public service, 
Steve has helped improve the lives of count-
less families and communities in need, and his 
vision has aided in creating a better future for 
the Granite State and its residents. 

On behalf of New Hampshire’s Second Con-
gressional District and all those who have 
benefitted from Steve’s work, I thank him for 
all he has done for our state. I look forward to 
our continued work together to make New 
Hampshire be an even better place to live, 
work, and raise a family. 
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